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Can you believe it’s the 

third quarter already! 

Where did the school year 

go?  In our third edition of 

Many Tongues, One Voice, 

we look at issues related 

to EL literacy, including 

decoding, comprehension, 

and vocabulary. EL 

literacy is often a complex 

topic because of variances 

in alphabet, phonemes, 

grapheme patterns, syntax, 

and other language 

structures amongst 

language groups which 

may make decoding in 

English difficult. ELs may 

struggle with 

comprehension because 

they lack the vocabulary or 

background knowledge 
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Did You Know? 

Did you know that ALL students must complete a Home Language Survey 

upon enrollment? The survey asks parents: 

1. What language does the student use most often? 

2. What is the first language the student learned to speak? 

3. What language is most often spoken in the home? 

4. Does the student speak any other language(s) at home on a regular basis? 

If so, what are they? 

The responses to these questions help us determine who needs to be 

screened for additional English language support. 

to understand the text, 

even when they can 

decode it accurately. We 

challenge you to look at 

some of these difficulties 

as opportunities to teach 

in creative and different 

ways rather than hurdles. 

Check out the article 

Challenges or 
Opportunities? on page 9 

to see the difference this 

change in perspective can 

make. If you are 

frustrated by a lack of 

reading progress, just 

remember, language 

learning is a life-long 

endeavor and keep 

encouraging your students 

to read, read, read every 

chance they can! 
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Upcoming Out-of-County 
EL PD Opportunities 

Key Steps for Implementing a
Schoolwide Approach That Supports 
K–8 Emergent Bilingual Students
Thursday, February 20, 2020
3:00 p.m. eastern time
Webinar

National Association for Bilingual 
Education Conference 
February 25-28, 2020
Tropicana, Las Vegas, NV 

EL Family and Community 
Engagement 
March 11, 2020 
Online Webinar Series

PTEC Providing Comprehensive 
Support for Long-Term ELs 
March 10, 2019
FTCC, Winston-Salem, NC

EL Family Engagement Beyond the 
Classroom
April 15, 2020 
Online Webinar Series

OCDE Project GLAD Tier I 
Certification Training
March 17-18, 2020
March 31-April 3, 2020
Goldsboro, NC

Global Educator Digital Badge (GEDB)
Self-planned 2-year PD 

Self-Paced Online WIDA Workshops
See page 7 for more information 

What Teachers Can Do to Teach 
ELs Comprehension

1. Read aloud to students. 
2. Select motivating and culturally appropriate 
reading materials.
3. Use predicting activities.
4. Establish a purpose for reading.
5. Draw attention to how a text is organized and 
how it is written.
6. Encourage students to make connections to the 
text.
7. Explicitly teach reading strategies.
8. Model reading strategies with think-alouds.
9. Provide guided practice of reading strategies. 
10. Build in frequent opportunities for students 
to check their understanding of what they have 
read. 

Remember oral language proficiency is a 
precursor to reading comprehension. Don’t 
neglect building students’ oral language abilities 
and providing plenty of opportunities for students 
to talk. 

What’s Different About Teaching Reading to Students Learning English  

Learning 

another 

language is not 

only learning 

different words 

for the same 

things, but

learning 

another way to 

think about 

things. 

–Flora Lewis 

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&partnerref=ASCDemail&eventid=2179990&sessionid=1&key=07AD7E421970A8947F00AC8740B91F19&regTag=&sourcepage=register
http://www.nabe-conference.com/index.html
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5737225688428537611
https://reg.abcsignup.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0053-0003-dcb7e78d64274a7fb992e3c420fba7a7
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5737225688428537611
https://wresa.org/ocde-project-glad-components-i-and-ii-2/?fbclid=IwAR27y-IWeU0srbzCg2U4piuaxM8GnenAM_xtjiptCd-Ew-C0ElWNAOlm6XM
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/k-12-standards-curriculum-and-instruction/programs-and-initiatives/global-education/global-education-recognitionseducators---global-educator-digital-badge-(gedb)
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/ncels/professional-learning/wida-workshops?authuser=0
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Teaching ELs to Read
Teaching an English Learner to read parallels many of the same processes and procedures 
as when teaching a native English speaker, however, it is not exactly the same.  ELs learning 
to read in English may be older than typical English speakers learning to read and thus may 
acquire basic literacy much more rapidly. They may also already have literacy skills in their 
native language and more advanced metalinguistic knowledge to bring to the table. Here are 
some other things to consider:

• Target English phonemes (sounds) that are not present in the students' native language. 
These will likely be the most difficult for them to both distinguish and produce. For example 
Arabic does not have the /p/ sound. Arabic speakers may hear and produce the voiced 
sound /b/ instead. 

• If the student reads in a Romance language (Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Catalan), focus on the letter/sounds that differ from English. There is no need 
to reteach the entire alphabet. 

• If students are literate in their native language, focus on syntaxical differences between 
their language and English, (such as word order, articles, or tenses), with less attention 
given to elements that will transfer.

• Explicitly teach cognates and cognate patterns. These can be very helpful in content area 
classes because most cognates are academic tier II and III words. 

• Provide support with native text when possible.  Have the student read the native language 
text first, then the text in English to promote comprehension. 

• Older students can utilize apps such as Google translate or the Merriam Webster app on 
handheld devices when needed (both free downloads).

Check out back 

issues of 

Many Tongues,

One Voice 
by clicking 

HERE 

https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/Page/107823
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Reading Behaviors to Watch For in ELs

Proficient Reading Behaviors

-Proficient readers know what and when they are comprehending.
-Proficient Readers know their purpose for reading.
-Proficient readers recognize the style of the text & know how to approach reading it.
-Proficient readers know when and why they are not comprehending.
-Proficient readers know and use a variety of strategies to solve their comprehension 

problems.

Reading Behaviors of Struggling English Language Learners

-Struggling ELL’s goal is to complete assignments.
-Struggling ELL’s narrowly believe reading is decoding & pronouncing words correctly.
-Struggling ELL’s view their two languages as separate and unrelated.
-Struggling ELL’s may lack a biliterate perspective.
-Struggling ELL’s fail to integrate prior knowledge and experiences.
-Struggling ELL’s don’t ask the questions that guide reading and thinking.

Reading Behaviors of Successful English Language Learners

-Successful ELL’s hold positive self-images of themselves as readers.
-Successful ELL’s read in broad phrases.
-Successful ELL’s understand the relationship between the two languages.
-Successful ELL’s search for cognates (words that are similar in both languages).
-Successful ELL’s transfer information across the two languages.
-Successful ELL’s reflect on the meaning of the text.

What’s Different About Teaching Reading to Students Learning English by the Center for Applied Linguistics. 

“With skilled, explicit instruction, many children who start school speaking little or no English 
can gain word reading and spelling equal to those of native speakers in two to three years. The 

second part of becoming a proficient reader-developing the vocabulary and comprehension 
skills needed to understand the meaning of texts– is much harder and takes longer.” 

-Core Strategies to Support English Language Learners
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Why Nightly Reading Is Important- The Million Word Gap   

A study by Jessica Logan, a member of Ohio State’s Crane Center for Early Childhood 
Research and Policy, reveled that young children whose parents read them five books a day 
entered kindergarten having heard around one million more words than kids who were 
never read to.

Not only that, but the quality of the words these children were exposed to was much higher, 
simply because the topics encountered in the texts included vocabulary much deeper and 
broader than everyday conversational topics. Sadly, her previous research revealed that 
one-fourth of children in a national sample were never read to and another fourth were 
seldom read to (once or twice weekly). That’s almost a million-word gap for half of our 
incoming learners! She says of her research findings, “Kids who hear more vocabulary 
words are going to be better prepared to see those words in print when they enter 
school…They are likely to pick up reading skills more quickly and easily.”

Exposure to language is one of the best ways to learn new vocabulary for our English 
Learners. Parents who are not proficient in English can still build vocabulary and conceptual 
knowledge in their native language that will help their children be more successful in the 
classroom. Parents can build conceptual knowledge at home through reading, even while the 
child is developing English language skills at school. This is why it is extremely important that 
we encourage ALL parents to read to and with students EVERY single night!

When Children Are Not Read to at Home, The Million Word Gap, The Journal of Behavioral and Developmental Pediatrics  

Never read to 4,662 words

Read to1-2 times per week 63,570 words

Read to 3-5 times per week 169,520 words

Read to 1 Book a day 296,660 words

Read to 5 books a day 1,483,300 words

https://journals.lww.com/jrnldbp/Citation/2019/06000/When_Children_Are_Not_Read_to_at_Home__The_Million.9.aspx
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Vocabulary Learning is Like Brushing Your Teeth 

• Common experience that SHOULD occur daily. 

• Regular, repeated effort and action necessary. 

• Technique and knowledge improve process.

• Objects and tools can help.

• You get better at it with practice. 

• Benefits are cumulative.

• It’s easy to forget about its daily importance. 
No Limits to Literacy by Theresa Roberts

FEEDBACK

Give Us Some Feedback: 

Click Here 
to tell us what you think! 

1. Teach the words that are critical to understanding the text 
or content concepts being taught.

2. Teach the words that students are unlikely to learn on their 
own. 

3. Teach the words that will be encountered frequently. 

Which Words Do I Teach?

“One must be drenched in 
words, literally soaked in 
them, to have the right ones 
form themselves into the 
proper pattern at the right 
moment.”

–Hart Crane, poet 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvJyDvtSnQSgUXc7_A-Kb9Sfk-RfMK553YW-ODdXmCMEqA4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Self-Paced Online WIDA Workshops 
In 2018-2019, North Carolina joined the WIDA eLearning Pilot to offer the first four online self-paced 
workshops to NC K-12 Educators: Foundational Concepts, Doing and Talking STEM, WIDA Writing Rubric 
Series, and Leading for Equity: Classroom Walkthrough. Starting the 2019-2020 School Year, two more 
offerings have been added: Classroom Educators: Engaging Newcomer Multilingual Learners and Developing 
Language for Learning in Mathematics. All NC K-12 Educators can access these eLearning opportunities and 
earn credit using their WIDA Account. Click on the link above for directions on how to register. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://wida.wisc.edu/login
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/ncels/professional-learning/wida-workshops?authuser=0
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TransACT.com Registration and Access Directions

While it is true that WS/FC Schools’ translation needs are great, there are tools 

available for school personnel who need to contact parents who speak other 

languages. The broadest resource base, with hundreds of school-based documents 

in many languages, is TransAct.com. While these are pre-generated resources, and 

do not offer access to a live translator, there are many documents you may find 

useful, such as permission slips, discipline forms, incident reports, and a variety of 

school signs. The school system has a contract with this online company, and all 

WS/FCS educators have paid access. Click HERE to enroll and follow the directions 

below: 

1. From the registration page choose your state, county, and district.

2. Enter your name, position, school, and school email address.

3. You will get an email with a pre-generated password you can then change. 

4. Use your WS/FCS email address as the username and create a password. From 

this point on you will only have to sign in. You do not have to re-register from year to 

year. 

5. Once you have access, click on the All Documents button in the left-hand corner. 

6. Most of the documents you will need are under the Gen. Ed translations e-library.

7. You can change the language by clicking on the orange drop down button that 

says English. 

Note: Multilingual school signage is located under

the School, Office, & Classroom Folder. 

Team Transitions-Welcome Nareny Martinez
We want to congratulate Nareny Martinez as the new EL Parent 
Engagement Support Specialist. She will be replacing Ana Ortiz who took a 
position as assistant principal at Diggs-Lathem Elementary.  Nareny will be 
coordinating district translation and interpretation, as well as heading the 
Toyota Family Literacy Program.  Please note that interpretation and 
translation requests must be processed through the online request system 
located on the ESL Department webpage. 

https://app.parentnotices.com/register
https://app.parentnotices.com/register
https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/Page/108968
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The limits of your 

language are the 

limits of your world.

-Ludwig Wittgenstein 

EL Report Card Comments 

Two new EL report card comments you may 

find useful were added second quarter.  They 

are: 

• (Student name) is making progress in English 

Language Development and working towards 

grade-level standards.

• (Student name’s) assignments have been 

modified/assessed based on student’s 

English Learner abilities per the WIDA Can 

Dos.

Challenges or Opportunities?

The same situation can be seen in multiple ways. The asset-based approach sees student 

weaknesses as opportunities for scaffolding and learning, rather than as deficits in students’ 

abilities.  

Challenge Opportunity 

My ELs can’t follow even simple directions.  
They always seem confused about what to do.  

I see an opportunity to support my ELs by 
writing directions step-by-step on the board. 

My ELs can read, but not comprehend. I don’t 
know what’s going on inside their heads.  

My ELs need larger texts broken down into 
smaller sections.  They can retell if I pre-teach 
important vocabulary and allow them to use a 
graphic organizer to map out the events. 

My ELs can do the math but they can’t explain 
it. I can’t give them credit if they can’t write a 
sentence about their work.

It’s amazing how much math my ELs can do in 
their heads!  If I provide a word bank, they can 
probably draw and label the steps until they 
have the language for full sentences. 

My ELs don’t know about American customs. 
Even birthday parties are a foreign concept. 
How will they ever comprehend the texts we 
are reading? 

My ELs have their own cultural experiences and 
traditions to share. We can learn about each 
other’s cultures through the literature we read 
together. 

Adapted from WIDA Scaffolding Learning Through Language Workshop 
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Check Out These Great Reads on EL Topics from the WS/FCS IRC!

Make your 
request 
through 

your Media 
Coordinator 

today! 

Click on the book to see the Goodreads review  * Covers may vary 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31565363-drumming-to-the-beat-of-different-marchers?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8366594-collaboration-and-co-teaching?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25620683-visual-note-taking-for-educators?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16285466-from-ideas-to-words?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17587455-advocating-for-english-learners?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20915759-activities-for-english-language-learners-across-the-curriculum?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7630665-many-languages-one-classroom?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29953801-no-more-low-expectations-for-english-learners?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21808220-the-differentiated-classroom?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23076190-collaboration-and-co-teaching-for-english-learners?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/451246.Getting_Started_with_English_Language_Learners?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9932832-literacy-development-with-english-learners-first-edition?from_search=true&qid=N4OPcyZTRF&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1145967.Teaching_Vocabulary?from_search=true&qid=FhkrPLV39D&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3286353-english-learners?from_search=true&qid=FQhxyBAhlj&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/333594.Balancing_Reading_and_Language_Learning?from_search=true&qid=GcH9bGC5P1&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1946080.Kids_Come_in_All_Languages?from_search=true&qid=zRjLMEMLA2&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22616847-leading-academic-achievement-for-english-language-learners?from_search=true&qid=rE1nQDSwKB&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12295374-reaching-out-to-latino-families-of-english-language-learners?from_search=true&qid=tXaPvBqHFf&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12841372-working-with-gifted-english-language-learners?from_search=true&qid=yYiejhVwu3&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2099583.A_Bilingual_Dictionary_of_School_Terminology?from_search=true&qid=kMHH3VrBmH&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1208239.Ladybugs_Tornadoes_and_Swirling_Galaxies?from_search=true&qid=nxoAp3kgym&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1521927.Becoming_One_Community?from_search=true&qid=TZzvvsJtv4&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11761409-standards-based-instruction-and-assessment-for-english-language-learners?from_search=true&qid=fc3K9SDl4S&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2167580.Making_Sense?from_search=true&qid=113rehpi9D&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/619874.Science_for_English_Language_Learners?from_search=true&qid=SobF10s0ld&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10613301-implementing-rti-with-english-learners?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=s5Pt9Wbmyw&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12424601-ell-shadowing-as-a-catalyst-for-change?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=tmSzvZykpw&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2106718.Academic_Success_for_English_Language_Learners?from_search=true&qid=2i38LESvWy&rank=1

